
7th Grade ELA Syllabus
w/ Ms. Mann

-Tablets are to be used as an academic resource 
and are not intended for gaming, movies or social 
media. Students are responsible for bringing a 
charged device each day. (Chargers are NOT 
available at school)

-Students are expected to check canvas daily and 
will turn in assignments via canvas and google drive

-Students will meet and follow all school wide PBIS 
expectations.

-Students will follow SMOD guidelines.  Please see 
student handbook for specifics.

-Students will need a journal/notebook to keep in 
the classroom for daily journal assignments. This 
will stay in the class.

-Students will read daily both in class AND at home.

- Students will be responsible for maintaining digital 
notebooks and submitting notebooks for a grade.

-Nightly homework will consist of independent 
reading (students may be required to complete a 
corresponding accountability assignment), finishing 
any work not completed in class and studying 
vocabulary.

First Test - Tamora Pierce
Greenglass House - Kate Milford
(AG)The Tomorrow Code - Brian 

Falkner
 (AG) Vanishing Act: Mystery at 
the U. S. Open - John Feinstein

● Pencils/Pens
● School laptop & charger
● Note taking journal

Email: mannm2@gcsnc.om

Remind: Text @mmannh to 
81010

Reading is a passport to countless 
adventures

-Mary Pope Osborne



Units of Study
1st quarter: Developing a Culture of Reading/ Lit Lab- We will explore different genres and read a core novel as 
a class. Students will also write a narrative 

2nd quarter: Research Unit on Weather phenomena- Students will choose a specific weather phenomenon and 
produce a final project using their collected research.

3rd quarter: Exploring the Mystery Genre- We will read a mystery core novel and complete a digital notebook. 
Students will take an in depth look at literary elements of the mystery genre

4th quarter: Civil Rights Unit & Argument writing- Students will read, write, and think about the Constitutional 
rights guaranteed to American citizens. They will consider the historical decisions and patterns and the ongoing 
struggle as Americans attempt to define exactly what those civil rights are and who is entitled to them.  Students 
will learn to formulate arguments and support them with sound evidence and text citations.

By the end of the unit, your child will be able to clearly articulate and provide evidence for both sides of any 
argument. They will also be able to tell you about significant events, people and ideas that influenced the Civil 
Rights era. 

* Disclaimer: When addressing the issues surrounding the Civil Rights era and the major players involved in the 
fight for Social Justice, we often experience controversial language within the texts we are exploring and 
researching. This can often bring up emotional responses from students and parents. We want to offer a safe 
space for all students to share their reactions to these historical documents, texts and lives that have worked 
together to bring justice to unjust system.  As educators, we feel that our students must be given the space to 
learn from one another and develop a way to discuss sensitive and controversial topics. We would also ask our 
students to take a “mature approach” to the content of what we are learning and any vocabulary we encounter 
(as we explore/research texts would be discussed and understood within the context it is delivered.) 

Grading Scale

Classwork - 40% 

Projects - 30%

Assessments/Tests - 20%

Homework - 10%

Academic Honesty
Students are expected to complete and 
submit work that is original. Plagiarism 

(passing someone’s work as your own) is 
unacceptable. Any student that performs 
plagiarism will receive a zero, and have 

their parent/guardian contacted. Students 
may have the opportunity to receive a 50, 

provided the assignment is completed 
and submitted within a week of its original 

due date.

Late Work Policy
Late work will be accepted for up to 
one week from the original due date 

without penalty. After this time, 
students will not be able to turn in 

missing/late work until the designated 
“Makeup workday” that will take place 
in class at the end of each month. At 

this time, students will receive a 
10-point penalty for late assignments.  
*Students who are absent are given 2 
days for every day missed to makeup 

work per GCS guidelines. For 
Example: A student who is absent for 

4 days has 8 days to turn in work 
without penalty.


